suspicion of Government is universal. Add to this the fact that
Congressmen have no faith in the competence of the Govern-
ment to ensure India's future good. This want of faith is based
upon bitter experience of the past and present conduct of the
British administration of India. Is it not high time that you co-
operated with the people of India, through their elected
representatives instead of expecting co-operation from them?
All this was implied in the August resolution. The sanction
behind the demand in the resolution was, not violence, but self-
suffering. Anyone, be he Congressman or other, who acted
against this rule of conduct had no authority to use the Congress
name for his action. But I see that this resolution repels you as
it did Lord Linlithgow. You know that I have joined issue on the
point. I have seen nothing since to alter my view. You have
been good enough to credit me with "intelligence", "experience"
and "acumen". Let me say that all these three gifts have failed
to make me realize that the effect of the Congress resolution
"must be to hamper the prosecution of the war". The responsi-
bility for what followed the hasty arrests of Congressmen must
rest solely on the Government. For, they invited the crisis, not
the authors of the resolution.
, You remind me that you were Commander~in~ Chief at the
time. How much better it would have been for all concerned if
confidence in the immeasurable strength of arms had ruled your
action instead of fear of a rebellion! Had the Government stayed
their hand at the time, surely, all the bloodshed of those months
would have been avoided. And it is highly likely that the Japa-
nese menace would have become a thing of the past. Unfortu-
nately it was not to be. And so the menace is still with us, and
what is more, the Government are pursuing a policy of suppres-
sion of liberty and truth. I have studied the latest ordinance
about the detenus, and I recall the Rowlatt Act of 1919. It was
popularly called the Black Act. As you know it gave rise to an
unprecedented agitation. That Act pales into insignificance
before the series of ordinances that are being showered from
the Viceregal throne. Martial law in effect governs not one
province, as in 1919, but the whole of India. Things are moving
from bad to worse.
You say, "It is clear to me that you had lost confidence in
our- ability to defend India and were prepared to take advantage
of our supposed military straits to gain political advantage." I
must deny both the charges. I venture to suggest that you
should follow the golden rule, and withdraw your statement
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